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Dostoevsky left the penitentiary on February 15, 1854.
But he was not transferred to Semipalatinsk before March.
For almost two weeks he stayed at Omsk with his friends,
the Ivanovs.
Madame Ivanov, the daughter of the Decembrist An-
nenkov, had met Dostoevsky when she went to Tobolsk.
Throughout the captivity of the writer she and her husband
had taxed their ingenuity to relieve his hardships, to send
him a little money and food. "K. I. Ivanov was a real brother
to me. He did everything he could for me. I owe him
twenty-five rubles in silver."
Dostoevsky was sent to Semipalatinsk to become a simple
soldier in the yth Battalion of Siberian Infantry. The former
convicts walked on foot along the bad roads. On the way a
cart loaded with cables caught up with them. Dostoevsky
and his companions climbed on top of the rolls of rope. The
cart rolled along slowly. The air was sharp. In the sky the
clouds scattered in a silent debacle. Feodor Mikhailovich was
happy, wistful and mysteriously grateful.